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. Intelligent Intelligence

o The adcqua.cy of the nation's -intelli-
,éence services is again being scrutinized
by Congress, as a by-product of the con-
tinuing Cuban crisis, The inquiry of the

- Senate Preparedness Subcommittee, head-

ed by Senator -John Slennis of Mississippi,

“coincides by chance with the publication
"of an article by Allen Dulles, former Di-
rector of the Central Iutelligence Agency,
in which Mr. Dulles takes his famiiiar
stand against any further Congressional
controls over the agency.,
We think—as we have often said be-
- fore-~that Mr. Dulles is mistaken in this
stand. The establishment of a carcfully

gelected . joint  Congressiona watchdog-
commitiee on intelligence (whose fune-

ticng would approximate those of the

“Joint Committes on  Atomic Energy), -
would provide important control over dc-

Hazpt

It s pzintiéllla;i;_ Imporiant to “weigh

the effects on Ameriean intelligence ca-
pabilities of the regént ‘enforced merger
in" the Pentagon.'of the three service
agencies into a ‘monolithic Defense In-
telligence Agency. Senator Stennis's com-

mittee will presumably ‘find out whether

this merger impaired intelligence collec-
tion ar, even worse, facilitated the distor-

tion of intelligence by top policy makers
.80 thatl their evaluation of intelligence

would accord with their preconceived
-policy. A joint Congressional committee on
intelligence, composed of carefully selected
members of both parties and both houses,
would pravide a continuing examinatian
‘and control of al} intelligence facilites,

.8omething that recent Lisiory shows is
badly needed.

. tivities that are rooted in secrecy and | .

- conducted .without benefit of the normal
resiraints and restrictions of democratic
" Bovernment,
- Intelligenee is a cornerstone upon which
effective policy must be built. But intelli-

gence agencies should not. themselves
wiake policy — ag they have sometimes

doie in the past. And the power they '

" wicld, which derives primardy from sce-

recy, i8 so great that it mri.it be effec-

tively monitored. :
Such a joint committee 1) uld not be
limited to supervision 1 1. C.LA. alone.

Jt should supervise the cate*y ntelligence -

community for adegaiy i ffectivencss
and abuse. This contro! 4 |{‘l the more
important now, sine. ‘here. jere glaring
g4p3 — for which ne v anility has
Lecu publicly assesced-. - te Latelligence
* pPleinre presented ta e riainy for last
Septemher and ear’y icdntes (v Ten the
Russian missile [ ¢ 1) SIPT R B B _',K sram n
Criba was at its heghe,
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